THE  LIGHT  OF  DAY

If Christianity really rested upon evidence, if its
vitality was solely dependent upon verifiable facts
and considerations, like a work of science, it would
have perished from the earth long ago. But it does
not live by its so-called evidences. Christianity is
largely a matter of the heart, of the feelings and the
emotions. It has not rested upon logical evidences;
its main hold in the first instance has not been
upon men's scientific faculties, but upon their hopes,
fears, aspirations, and spiritual cravings. To talk
about the reasonableness of Christianity is like talk-
ing about the reasonableness of magic or witchcraft.
The human faculties are utterly powerless before
its main tenets. Christianity has the vitality of
literature, of poetry and art. The Gospel records
have wonderful, even magical, power as literature.
They are true, not as history, but as poetry.

The myth of the resurrection will be kept alive
for ages to come, notwithstanding all that has been
or can be urged against it, because mankind have
such a profound interest in believing it.

Christianity does not offer a system of philosophy,
but a religious incentive. When it attempts to play
the role of interpreter of the visible order of the uni-
verse, or to satisfy our rational faculties, its failure
is pathetic ; its proofs are childish; its science is
essentially pagan ; its story of the fall as an expla-
nation of the origin of evil and its " plan of salva-
tion " as a means of escape from that evil, as science,
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